
Dear Panel,

The South Australian French Teachers’s Association welcomes the opportunity to submit its concerns to the panel of 
the SACE First Year Evaluationspecifically in regard to “the relationship between the Research Project and Year 12 
subject enrolments” and “the intended and unintended consequences of the new SACE arrangements for the SACE” 
[part of sections e) and g) respectively of the Evaluation Panel Terms of Reference]

SAFTA welcomes the statement under 2.4 Implementation of Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum of the 
Evaluation Brief that “The SACE Board has publicly given its in-principle support for the development and 
implementation of the Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum as endorsed by the Ministerial Council.”

Languages are an intergral part of the Australian Curriculum under development and the Ministerial Council 
endorsement. It is expected that languages will be a vibrant and equitable feature of the Australian Curriculum at 
senior level in South Australia in the future,  as they have been in the past.

On behalf of the committee and all the members of the South Australian French Teachers’ Association, I write to 
express our deep concern on the effect that the introduction of the Research Project to the SACE programme has had 
on the number of students studying French at senior level.

As a direct result of this decision, our students who would have chosen to study French in Year 11 and 12 under the 
former system are now not doing so as they only have to do five subjects to obtain their SACE Stage 1  and four to 
obtain their SACE 2 Certificate. This narrowing of the curriculum is in direct opposition to the recommendations 
of the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians (Dec.2008) which states: “Ministers of 
Education are committed to the vision of quality languages education for all students, in all schools, in all parts of the 
country.  We believe that through learning languages our students and the broader community gain important benefits”.

Given today’s need for global citizenship and considering the nature of Australia’s multicultural society, it is 
imperative that we, as educators and decision-makers, continue to develop intercultural understanding and enriched 
communication skills in order assist our young people to play their part as well-informed and culturally tolerant adults. 
Taking steps which have as their direct, albeit unintended, consequences a serious weakening of language programmes 
in our schools would seem to seriously undermine the laudable aims just outlined.

More specifically, SAFTA is aware of schools in the three education systems, both in the metropolitan area and in 
country SA, who are combining senior French and middle-school classes in order to retain  their French courses in 
the senior school.  The quality of teaching which can take place in such circumstances is limited and teachers are 
placed under undue pressure to cater to the needs of all students at all levels. We have also noticed that morale among 
senior teachers of French has declined as programmes have been reduced and, in some cases, terminated. If we take 
the longer view, the loss of skilled language teachers now would have unfortunate and costly  consequences given the 
context of the impending introduction of the Australian Curriculum for Languages.

From a personal point of you, as someone who had a Research Project class in 2011 and is teaching one this year, I 
can say that a number of students have questioned the validity of the Research Project. There is a research component 
to many other SACE subject and this separate one seems a doubling up of the process. Some of my students have 
actually said that they would have been happier doing another SACE subject, such as French,  instead of the Research 
Project.
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In an effort to retain their language programmes and teachers, increasingly schools are considering the introduction of 
the International Baccalaureate  which  has language study as a compulsory subject.  The IB is also seen by some in 
the wider community as offering a wider, more complete curriculum than the SACE.

In our multicultural Australia we need to continue to develop language skills and inter-cultural sensitivity which 
will help us to develop understanding and tolerance. Education in a global community also demands this of us if we 
are to play our part  as a modern and  educated nation. The National Statement and Plan for Languages Education 
in Australian Schools (2005-2008) articulates the many benefits of learning a language,  including the development 
of literacy skills,  in both the first and second language,  and the enhancement of cognitive and thinking skills. 
Competence in more than one language can also enhance employment and career prospects in an increasingly 
sophisticated and competitive job market.

We have a duty to our young people to broaden their understanding of our society and of the world around them. We 
need  to provide them with effective Languages Education as an  intergral part of a balanced school curriculum. They 
will then be able to take their place in the world with greater confidence and a greater appreciation of the linguistic and 
cultural diversity which surrounds us.  

We trust that you will give considered thought to our views.

Yours sincerely,

Gabriella Patti-Reid 
President Elect SAFTA


